
PRESS RELEASE 
American Trails Announces 2025 Awardees for the Trail Capacity Fund 
The Trails Capacity Program administered by American Trails awards $135K for trail 
stewardship with funding from the Ford Bronco Wild Fund. 

American Trails is excited to announce that we have been able to award funding to fifteen more trails 

projects in early 2025 as a part of our Trail Capacity Program. 2024 Awardees include: 

We are thrilled to continue our partnership with the Ford Bronco Wild Fund to support trail stewardship, 

research, and training projects across America.  "These projects across the U.S. were selected based on 

their excellent project applications, relevant, high-impact work, and representation of areas of the country 

that we were not able to support in past years," says Mike Passo, Executive Director at American Trails.  As 

of April 2025, we are proud to have awarded over three hundred and thirty thousand dollars of support to 

a total of 36 trails projects in North America. Explore these projects in greater detail on our Trail Capacity 

Program website. 

Ford Bronco Wild Fund’s sponsorship is key in the continuation of the Trails Capacity Program. “We wanted 

to share our passion for preserving our public lands by teaming up with American Trails,” said Darci Gurney, 

Ford Brand Content & Alliances Integration manager. “This collaboration reflects the Bronco Wild Fund’s 

commitment to protecting our environment. Ford is proud to be supporting such a worthy cause.” 

The Trail Capacity Program invests in nationwide trails community capacity. It maximizes the impact of 

available funding by leveraging matching funds and in-kind volunteer hours and focusing on capacity-

building of existing and emerging stewardship organizations. This program finds the best trail partners from 
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Barkeater Trails Alliance New York
County of Cheshire New Hampshire
Friends of El Mirage California
Grand Staircase Escalante Partners (GSEP) Utah
Kern River Conservancy California
Les Cheneaux Snowmobile Club Michigan
McDowell Sonoran Conservancy Arizona
Midcoast Trails Stewardship Maine
Mountain Bike the Tetons Idaho
Nolichucky Restoration Project Tennessee
Sauk Centre Sno-Cleats Inc Minnesota
Sierra Buttes Trail Stewardship California
The Lannding LLC Pennsylvania
Town of Leverett, MA Massachusetts
Wellwood Conservancy Alaska
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across all nonmotorized and motorized trail user groups (including water trails), and it measures success in 

terms of visible, on-the-ground stewardship of trails and increased capacity of trail stewards to do the job 

effectively. This program partners to complete trail projects that are inclusive, foster improved trail user 

behavior, and connect trail assets to a broader spectrum of users. In the coming years, we hope to grow 

this fund to support many more trail projects that improve the capacity of the trails community.  To support 

the Trails Capacity Program please visit our website at https://www.americantrails.org/the-trail-fund-

sponsorship-opportunities 

### 

About Ford Bronco Wild Fund 

Inspired by the epic return of the legendary Ford Bronco brand, the Bronco Wild Fund is a mission with a 

deep respect for our public lands – and an unbridled commitment to helping those lands continue to be a 

world of wonder for all. 

Toward that purpose, the Bronco Wild Fund is teaming up with like-minded collaborators: agencies, 

organizations and everyday heroes devoted to keeping the great outdoors great. We’re here to help, with 

grants, scholarships, contributions and an extensive dealer network. In fact, a portion of the profits from 

every Bronco sold goes directly to Bronco Wild Fund collaborator initiatives. Because it’s about more than 

just building Bronco SUVs. It’s about building a legacy of access, preservation, and stewardship from the 

ground up. 

More information about the Ford Bronco Wild Fund. 
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About American Trails 

American Trails is a nationwide coalition of all types of trails organizations, agencies, and individuals 

(motorized and nonmotorized). Our objective is to connect and assist the professionals and volunteers 

within the trails community in improving, protecting, and raising awareness of America's priceless trail 

infrastructure.  Offering a broad suite of resources including conferences, professional development 

opportunities, and trail grants, American Trails fosters an inclusive and cohesive trails workforce, raises 

awareness of the value of our nation’s trail systems and helps fund sustainable and accessible trail networks 

across the country. We aim to substantially increase the capabilities and capacity of trail volunteers and 

professionals, and support trail stewardship and advocacy organizations now and into the future. 

More information about American Trails. 

For more information contact: 

Mike Passo, Executive Director 
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